Successful reinnervation of the diaphragm after phrenic nerve transection.
A 16-month-old infant presented with bilateral diaphragmatic paralysis and respiratory failure after removal of a thoracic teratoma. Right diaphragmatic function recovered after end-to-end anastomosis of a transected phrenic nerve. We conclude that phrenic nerve repair can restore diaphragmatic function and should be attempted in selected cases of diaphragmatic paralysis due to phrenic nerve injury.